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Centennial United Methodist Church / Iglesia Metodista Unida Centennial
2023 Church Conference / Conferencia de Cargo 2023

Agenda

GATHERING MUSIC / MUSICA DE ENTRADA							       Erica Kessler
Simple Gifts 

arr. by Anna Laura Page

INTROIT MUSIC / MÚSICA DE INTROITO	  	    Lord, I Lift Your Name on High
          
WELCOME / BIENVENIDA	 								        Pastor Audrey

OPENING PRAYER / ORACIÓN DE COMIENZO
God of glory, your power darkens the skies and causes the moon to grow dim. When we scatter to the four winds, 
gather us from the ends of the earth and restore us as your people. Awaken us from slumber, that we may be found 
ready when the master of the house returns. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP / LLAMADO A LA ADORACION
The Lord of hosts redeems us when we stray. 
With a mighty arm, God comes to save us. 
When God hid his face, we strayed. When God withdrew her presence, we stumbled. 
God has fed us with the bread of tears and given us tears to drink in full measure. 
Yet, through his Son, God calls us back from the pit and restores our future. 
God shines upon us with love, that we might be saved. 
Come! Let us worship.

OPENING HYMN / HIMNO DE APERTURA		  Many Gifts, One Spirit 			   UMH 114

LIGHTING OF THE FIRST CANDLE IN ADVENT (PEACE) / ENCENDIDO DE LA PRIMERA VELA EN ADVIENTO (PAZ)		
Today we light the first candle of Advent.  This is the candle of PEACE. As we prepare for the coming of Jesus. we remember that 
Jesus is our peace.  From the prophet Isaiah we read: (Isaiah 9:6-7) 
6 For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Coun-

selor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 7 Of the greatness of his government and peace there will be no end. He will 
reign on David’s throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and righteousness from that time on and 
forever. The zeal of the Lord Almighty will accomplish this.
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INVITATION TO OFFERING / INVITACIÓN A LA OFRENDA

OFFERTORY MUSIC / MÚSICA DEL OFERTORIO	 						      Erics Kessler
Away In A Manger 

by William Kirkpatrick 
arr. by Eugenie Rocherolle

DOXOLOGY / DOXOLOGÍA	   	 Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow

OFFERTORY PRAYER / ORACIÓN DEL OFERTORIO
You have enriched us in every way, O God, through our faith in Christ Jesus. You have granted us grace and blessed 
us with every spiritual gift. In gratitude for your many blessings, we offer our tithes and offerings this day. Enrich 
and bless these gifts, that they may go into the world and help build your kingdom. Amen.

CHILDREN’S TIME / TIEMPO DE LOS NIÑOS							       Dave Holland
(As the children come to the altar, please sing stanza 1 of Hymn 191, “Jesus Loves Me”)

SCRIPTURE / ESCRITURA
1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

A reading from Corinthians… 
12  For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of the body, though many, 
are one body, so it is with Christ.  13  For in the one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 

Leader: The Word of God 
People: Thanks be to God!

MESSAGE / MENSAJE						      District Superintendent Rev. Hwa-Young Chong
“I believe the tables of the gospels suggest God’s dream for us and they call us to become whole people who live in a healing and whole 
community. Our best parables are about inviting those in the highways and hedges to the table, about taking the last seat and putting 
others before us. . .Perhaps the most remembered scripture about the table is: ‘Thou preparest a table before me in the presence of 
mine enemies.’ The psalm suggests God is preparing the table and calls us to: ‘come to the table and be God’s table people even in the 
presence of hurt and division.” 
(Bishop Dan Schwerin during his State of the Church address at the 2023 NIC Annual Conference)

HOLY CONFERENCING / SANTA CONFERENCIA
	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	  How have you experienced God’s love and grace at a table?  
				    How do you extend Christ’s table in your life and through your mission and ministry? 
				     How do we become one body in Christ?

LITANY (Unison)
We are called to be God’s table.   
We gather as a beloved community  
Blessed with a theology of abundance 
To equip vital faith communities  
That we would make disciples of Jesus Christ  
For the transformation of the world. 
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First and foremost, we believe God is preparing this table and that collectively, we are at a 
moment in time that our prayer could be framed as, ‘by Your Spirit make us one in Christ that 
we may be one in ministry.’ This is, first, God’s table, a table of life in Christ as one body.  
(Adapted from Bishop Dan Schwerin’s State of the Church address)

HYMN   					    One Bread, One Body 						      UMH 620

BUSINESS / NEGOCIOS 
 
				    Leadership Nominations and Election  
				    Clergy Compensation   
				    Ministry Recommendations   
				    Lay Servant Reports   
				    Additional Business

SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY COMMUNION / SACRAMENTO DE LA SANTA COMUNIÓN			   UMH 15-16
District Superintendent Rev. Hwa-Young Chong

BREAKING THE BREAD
GIVING AND RECEIVING OF THE BREAD AND CUP

THE LORD’S PRAYER 
And now, with the confidence of children of God, let us pray:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 
forever. Amen.

PRAYER AFTER RECEIVING IN UNISON 
Eternal God, we give you thanks for this holy mystery in which you have given yourself to us. Grant that we may 
go into the world in the strength of your Spirit, to give ourselves for others, in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 
Amen. 
 
* BENEDICTION / BENDICIÓN									         Pastor Audrey
Keep awake; hope is coming to us. 
We await God’s salvation. 
Keep alert; Christ is coming soon.  
We await God’s blessings. 
Be ready; Christ is among us now. 
We go with God’s blessing.

GOING FORTH: 	   										          Erica Kessler

Christmas Time Is Here (from A Charlie Brown Christmas) 
by Vince Guaraldi
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CENTENNIAL MULTICULTURAL UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1503 Broadway, Rockford, IL 61104 – Centennialumc.rockford@gmail.com – (815)397-2771 

2023 CHURCH CONFERENCE 
Nominations/Lay Leadership Development Committee Report 

 
Pastor Audrey Rochet 

December 3, 2023 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE COUNCIL 2024 
Chairperson Bev Dahlgren 
Recording Secretary Lori Doll 
Assistant Secretary Milka Rivera 
Treasurer Cindy Whitmer 
Financial Secretary Pam Sanders 
Lay Speaker to the NIC Dave Holland 
Lay Servant TBD 
Alternate Lay Member of Annual Conference Pam Herriot 
Alternate Lay Member of Annual Conference TBD 
  

CHAIRPERSONS OF COMMITTEES 
COMMITTEE CHAIR 

Staff-Parish Dave Holland 
Trustees/Finance Doug Herriott/Chuck Whitmore 
Wills and Memorials Sharon Sodergren 
Nurture/Mission and Outreach Cindy Whitmer/Carol Risenhoover 
Worship Janie Kellerman 
Christian Education Joseline John 
Permanent Endowment Chuck Whitmore 
Youth Representative TBD 
UMM Representative David Holland 
UMF President Cindy Whitmer 
Membership Secretary Mimi Jacobson 
 

ADMINISTRATIVE AND PROGRAMS COMMITTEES 
 
NOMINATIONS/LAY LEADERSHIP DEVELOPMENT 
Chairperson: Pastor Audrey Rochet 

2024 2025 2026 
Joyce Russ Sharon Sodergren Pam Herriot 

Doug Herriott Tara Arencibia Carol Byers 
 
 
 
 
 
1  * Lay Leader and Lay Member of the Annual Conference shall be members in all administrative committees. (¶258.2 BOD) 
2 * Members: Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Lay Member of the Annual Conference, Ad Board Chair, SPRC Chair, Trustee 
Chair, Lay Leader   (¶258.4 BOD) 
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STAFF/PASTOR-PARISH RELATIONS COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Dave Holland 

2024 2025 2026 
Pam Sanders Sharon Sodergren Mimi Jacobson 
Bev Dahlgren Joyce Russ Dougal Whitmer 

Carol Risenhoover Bev Dahlgren Pam Sanders 
 

* Lay Leader and Lay Member of the Annual Conference shall be members in all administrative committees. (¶258.2 BOD) 
 
CHURCH STAFF: 
Administrative Assistant – Milka Rivera   Church Custodian – Marines Delgado  
Pianist – Erica Kessler      Choir Director – Jane Kellerman 
Social Media Specialist – Dulce Maciel 
 

 
FINANCE COMMITTEE and BOARD OF TRUSTEES COMMITTEE combined. 
Chairperson: Chuck Whitmore 
Chairperson: Doug Herriott 

2024 2025 2026 
Bev Dahlgren Janie Kellerman Carol Byers 

Janie Kellerman  Lora Doll Dougal Whitmer 
2 * Members: Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Lay Member of the Annual Conference, Ad Board Chair, SPRC Chair, Trustee 
Chair, Lay Leader   (¶258.4 BOD) 
 
WILLS AND MEMORIAL  
Chairperson: Sharon Sodergren 

2024 2025 2026 
Sharon Sodergren Mimi Jacobson Marlene Wibom 

 
NURTURE COMMITTEE combined with MISSION & OUTREACH COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Cindy Whitmer 
Co-Chair: Pam Sanders 
Chairperson: Carol Risenhoover  
Saturday Kid’s Club: Carol Risenhoover 
Rockford Urban Ministries Rep: Pam Herriott 
Rockford New Hope Rep: Doug Herriott 

2024 2025 2026 
Carol Byers Marjorie Doll Mimi Jacobson 

Pam Sanders  Tara Arencibia Marlene Wibom 
Carol Risenhoover  Doug Herriott Jong Kim 

Pam Herriott Milka Rivera  Pam Herriott 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1  * Lay Leader and Lay Member of the Annual Conference shall be members in all administrative committees. (¶258.2 BOD) 
2 * Members: Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Lay Member of the Annual Conference, Ad Board Chair, SPRC Chair, Trustee 
Chair, Lay Leader   (¶258.4 BOD) 
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WORSHIP COMMITTEE 
Chairperson: Janie Kellerman 
Retired Pastor: Rev. Judith Kelsey-Powell  

2024 2025 2026 
Lora Doll  Janie Kellerman Cindy Whitmer 

Erica Kessler Milka Rivera Bev Dalhlgren 
Carol Byers Jan Rungren  

 
CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  
CHAIRPERSON:  Joseline John 

2024 2025 2026 
Dave Holland Tara Arencibia Carol Risenhoover 

 
PERMANENT ENDOWMENT 
Chairperson: Chuck Whitmore   

2024 2025 2026 
Dave Holland Janie Kellerman  Chuck Whitmore 

Permanent Members:  Ad Board Chair, Finance Chair, Trustee Chair, Treasurer and Pastor (Non-Voting) 
 
 
 
 
 
1  * Lay Leader and Lay Member of the Annual Conference shall be members in all administrative committees. (¶258.2 BOD) 
2 * Members: Treasurer, Financial Secretary, Lay Member of the Annual Conference, Ad Board Chair, SPRC Chair, Trustee 
Chair, Lay Leader   (¶258.4 BOD) 
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District Prairie North  

  Church Rockford: Centennial Multicultural - 4055  

Name of person submitting report Charles Whitmore  

Email of person submitting report Pastor.audrey@ymail.com  

For the period beginning Jan 1 2023  

and ending Dec 31 2023  

  
1a. Has the committee been organized 
according to the 2016 Book of Discipline 
(para. 258.4)? 

Yes   

  
Treasurer Cindy Whitmer  

Financial Secretary Pam Sanders  

  2b. Did the committee give the Church 
Council an opportunity to request financial 
support for recommended ministries (para. 
258.4)? 

Yes  

  4a. Is giving by individual participants in 
the local church regularly reviewed? Yes  

  

5. What are the plans for raising sufficient 
income to meet the budget adopted by the 
Church Council (para. 258.4)? 

The finance committee meets regularly to review our 
expenditures and income. If special needs arise the 
Finance Committee will recommend extra giving and we 
have a savings fund we draw from to balance the budget. 
We draw from it regularly.  

    
6. Does the Financial Secretary/Treasurer 
report regularly to the Church Council on 
the giving trends in the church/charge? 

Yes  

    
7. Does the Treasurer regularly make 
reports to the Committee on Finance and 
the Church Council on the financial 
position of the church (para. 258.4b)? 

Yes  

    
8. Are all benevolences and other 
connectional funds remitted monthly to the 
conference treasurer (para. 258.4b)? 

Yes  
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9a. What bank(s) have been designated by 
the Church Council as a depository (para. 
258.4e)? 

Chase Bank  

    
9b. Are all accounts FDIC insured and in 
amounts at or below the current FDIC 
insurable limit? 

Yes  

    
9c. Are all accounts in the name of the 
church? Yes  

    
10a. Has the committee established written 
financial policies to document the internal 
controls of the local church (para. 258.4d)? 

Yes  

    
10b. Have these policies been reviewed by 
the committee and found to be adequate 
and effective (para. 258.4d)? 

Yes  

    
11. Are the church offerings counted by a 
counting committee in accordance with the 
mandates of the Discipline (para. 258.4a)? 

Yes  

    

12. Are all funds deposited promptly in 
accordance with procedures developed by 
the Committee on Finance (para. 258.4a,d)? 

Yes  

    
13. Are financial officers of the church 
bonded (para. 258.4b)? Yes  

    
14a. Have the financial records of the 
church and all its organizations been 
audited for the prior fiscal year (258.4c)? 

No  

    
14b. Were there any recommendations or 
exceptions? No  

    
14c. If there were recommendations or 
exceptions, how has the church addressed 
them? 

N/A  
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PERMANENT ENDOWMENT COMMITTEE REPORT 

November 24, 2023 

 

Stifel: 

                               Beginning Balance September 2016  350,000 
     
 

 

 

 

Wells Fargo Advisors: 

 Beginning Balance September 2016  400,000 

Balance as of November 24, 2023 116,537 
 

Balance as of November 24, 2023 $285,646 
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Wills and Memorials received in 2023

Bettye Mixon            25.00
Ellen Dean        `    125.00
Mae Foster             575.00 

Total                        725.00
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December 2023


